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Alarming  Results 

False  Alarms  Haunt 
Residence  Halls 


by  Kathy  Zelny 

Approximately  200  students 
streamed  out  of  Aubuchon  Hall  and 
huddled  close  together  across  the 
road  on  trie  lawn  of  the  Hammond 
Building  recently  to  witness  Fitch- 
burg  firefighters  respond  to  that 
residence  hall's  third  false  alarm  of 
the  week. 

Those  false  alarms,  incidentally, 
coincided  with  National  Fire  Preven- 
tion Week. 

One  student  said,  "I  was  asleep!" 
Another  student  remarked,  "I  was 
just  about  ready  to  jump  into  the 
shower."  The  alarm  occurred  at  1 1 
a.m.  The  fire  department,  at  the 
scene  within  two  minutes,  provided 
two  ladder  trucks  and  one  equipment 
truck  as  is  customary  when  an  alarm 
sounds  at  FSC. 

According  to  Captain  Morand  of 
the  Fitchburg  Fire  Department,  the 
cause  of  the  alarm  was  a  system 
malfunction.  Steam,  smoke,  showers 
and  cooking  can  cause  the  system  to 
malfunction. 

False  alarms  have  been  a  continu- 
ous problem  on  campus,  according 
to  Becky  Woods,  resident  director  of 
Russell  Towers.  With  approximately 
500  students  residing  in  co-ed  Russell 
Towers,  system  malfunctions  and 
fire  pulls  rarely  happen  when  com- 
pared to  apartment  complexes  outside 
of  the  college. 

She  noted  that  most  of  the  pulls 
occur  between  the  hours. of  1  -3  a.m. 
largely  due  to  an  uncovered  front 
desk.  Measures  have  been  taken  to 
rectify  that  situation,  she  said.  In 
addition,  an  assistant  resident  director 
will  be  hired  full  time  and  the  front 
desk  will  have  continuous,  24-hour 
coverage. 

This  will  enable  all  guests  to 
register  in  the  residence  hall.  "More 
than  likely,  it's  people  not  living 
here...I  can't  believe  anyone  would 
do  it  at  their  home.  All  of  their 
friends  have  to  get  up,  get  dressed 
and  out. 

"It  is  an  inconvenience,'    she 


continued.  "Students  are  quite  angry. 
If  the  justice  system  were  left  up  to 
the  students,  it  wouldn't  happen 
again." 

The  penalty  for. pulling  a  false 
alarm  can  be  up  to  $500.  When  an 
alarm  is  pulled,  the  building  is 
evacuated  as  quickly  as  possible.  A 
quick  check  is  made  in  all  the  rooms 
to  see  if  anyone  has  failed  to  exit  the 
building. 

When  the  fire  department  arrives, 
the  enunciator  panel  is  checked  to 
detect  which  area  of  the  building  the 
alarm  sounded.  The  enunciator  panel 
divides  the  building  into  zones  and 
indicates  which  alarm  was  set  by 
light  indicators. 

After  the  cause  has  been  located 
and  terminated,  a  meeting  is  immedi- 
ately held  with  the  resident  assistant 
and  the  suite  in  which  the  alarm  was 
triggered. 

As  of  Oct.  1 2,  a  total  of  1 5  alarms 
were  responded  to  by  the  Fitchburg 
Fire  Department.  Seven  were  at 
Aubuchon  Hall,  seven  at  Russell 
Towers  and  one  at  Herlihy  Hall. 

Since  Jan.  1 ,  of  this  year,  Captain 
Morand  of  the  F.F.D.  has  reported  a 
total  of  50  runs  to  FSC  atone;  37  at 
Russell,  1 0  at  Aubuchon  and  three  at 
Herlihy. 

"Two  years  ago  we  estimated 
$850  per  call  just  per  man  hour," 
said  Morand.  "With  inflation  it  is 
now  up  to  about  $  1 ,000  per  call,  not 
including  apparatus  costs.  I  would 
say  $  1 ,300  to  $  1 ,400  per  call  would 
be  more  in  line." 

One  Friday  in  C  Tower  there  were 
two  pull  stations  that  were  flashing 
simultaneously  on  the  enunciator 
panel  as  the  fire  department  arrived. 
The  firemen  had  to  be  in  two  places 
at  once  which  made  their  job  even 
more  difficult.  They  discovered  that 
two  pull  stations  were  deliberately 
pulled  and  one  smoke  detector  was 
set  off. 

"It's  a  frustrating  situation,"  said 
Morand,  "because  it's  taking  a  serious 
situation  and  making  a  joke  out  of  it. 
Someone  else  might  be  in  need  of 
those  services." 


Strobe  file  photo 

Russell  Towers  is  one  residence  hall  where  fire  alarms  persist 


Stalking  the  Scarecrow 


A  scarecrow  is  perched  atop  a  hill  along  Highland  Avenue. 


Strobe  photo  by  Kathy  Moore 


Halloween  Ch  it-Chat 


by  Andy  Baron 

As  little  Johnny  makes  the  final 
adjustments  on  his  Spiderman 
costume,  his  older  brother  approaches 
him  with  a  quick  step. 

"Hey  little  one,"  says  Joe. 
"Halloween  equals  winter." 

"Halloween  is  what?"  asks  little 
one,  confused  by  the  statement. 

"Siddown  pal.  Let  me  tell  you  a 
story,"  Joe  says  cockily. 

With  smoothness  and  confidence, 

Joe  tells  the  fourth  grader  that  the 

name  of  Halloween  was  taken  from 

a  great  Christian  feast  called  All 

Hallow's  Eve. 

"Did  they  eat  snickers  bars  and 
charlestown  chews  and  licorice  like 


me?"  interrupts  Johnny. 

"Of  course  not  dummy,"  says  Joe. 
"Shut  up  and  listen."  Joe  tells  his 
brother  that,  in  the  Dark  Ages,  the 
ancient  English  Druids  burned  fires 
around  the  first  of  November  to 
mark  the  beginning  of  winter. 

Looking  annoyed,  Johnny  squeaks, 
"What  does  this  have  to  do  with 
candy  and  witches  and  stuff?" 

"Everything,"  insists  Joe.  "Listen!" 
Heeding  his  brothers  tone,  Johnny 
settles  back  into  the  couch  and  looks 
at  his  suddenly  turned  historian  big 
brother. 

According  to  the  Handbook  of 
Christian  Feasts  and  Customs,  Joe 
says  that  the  Druids  believed  that  the 
night  of  Nov.  1  brought  out  demons, 


witches  and  evil  spirits  all  ready  to 
greet  the  arrival  of  their  season. 

"That,"  says  Joe,  "is  when  the 
spirits  played  tricks  on  poor  mortals." 

"I  think  I'm  starting  to  get  it,"  said 
Spidey. 

"Good,  now  shut  up  and  listen," 
Joe  says  a  second  time. 

Joe,  comfortable  in  his  role  as 
storyteller,  says  that  there  were  two 
ways  humans  could  escape  persecu- 
tion. 

"They  either  offered  the  demons 
sweets  and  food,"  he  says,  "or 
disguised  themselves  as  an  evil 
creature  and  joined  in  their  roaming." 

"So  I  guess  I'm  roaming  tonight, 

Continued  to  page  6 
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Announcements. . . 


The  FSC  library  will  be  notifying  the  Registrar  to  freeze  records  and  registration  if  you  owe  more 
than  $5  to  the  library.  This  includes  overdue  fines. 


Nov.  1 0, 1 2  and  17,  from  7- 1 0:30  p.m.,  Sergeant  Ed  Thurston  from  the  Fitchburg  Police  Department 
will  be  holding  classes  for  training  in  the  use  of  the  Kubaton  and  other  self  defense  training.  Classes 
will  be  held  in  the  basement  of  Thompson  Hall.  Anyone  interested  in  this  class  should  contact  Officer 
Bill  Mayrose  or  Carolyn  Reidy  at  Public  Safety/Campus  Policy  during  regular  business  hours. 


The  Adelphian  society  is  planning  a  sleigh  ride,  several  parties,  fall  pledging  and  their  annual  fall 
formal  this  year  and  welcome  FSC  students  to  take  part  in  their  upcoming  events. 

The  Writing  Skills  Center  announces  a  series  of  one-hour  workshop/tutorials  on  various  term  paper 
topics  during  the  months  of  October  and  November.  All  workshop  sessions  will  be  conducted  by  Dr. 
Nancy  Yee.  All  students  are  welcome  to  attend  some  or  all  of  the  workshops  and  should  contact  the 
Writing  Skills  Center  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Hammond  Building  to  sign  up  for  the  workshops. 


The  International  Artists  Series  presents  The  Zurich  Chamber  Orchestra,  Friday,  Oct.  30,  at  8  p.m.  at 
Mechanics  Hall,  321  Main  Street,  Worcester.  The  program  is  part  of  the  ninth  season  of  the 
International  Artists  Series,  Worcester's  season-long  concert  series  at  Mechanics  Hall.  For  ticket 
information,  call  752-0888. 

The  Sexual  Assault  Unit  at  L.U.K.  Inc.  will  be  starting  an  incest  survivor  group.  For  further 
information  call  Maureen  at  1-800-642-8228. 


If  any  club/organization  would  like  to  assist  the  Fitchburg  Senior  Citizens  prepare  for  the  upcoming 
holidays,  it  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Assistance  is  needed  at  the  Senior  Citizen  Center  (located 
at  14  Wallace  Avenue)  sometime  in  November.  They  need  help  with  decorating  the  hall  for  their 
functions.  If  you  are  interested  in  helping  out,  contact  Jennifer  Nelsen  (FSC  student)  at  345-9598 
who  is  doing  her  internship  at  the  Senior  Center. 


The  SG  A  Finance  Committee  will  be  meeting  with  clubs  until  Wednesday,  Nov.  4.  All  accounts  will 
be  frozen  if  your  club  has  not  scheduled  a  meeting  before  that  date.  A  sign-up  sheet  is  located  on  the 
SGA  door,  bottom  floor  of  the  Hammond  Building. 
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The  Strobe  is  Fitchburg  State 
College's  weekly  student  news- 
paper published  every  Wednesday 
throughout  the  semester.  Our 
office  is  located  in  the  bottom 
floor  of  the  Hammond  rhulding, 
just  past  the  commuter  cafe.  The 
mailing  address  is: 

Fitchburg  State  College 

The  Strobe 

160  Pearl  Street 

Fitchburg,  MA  01420. 
The  office  number  is  345-671 1. 
The  Strobe  encourages  all  readers 
to  express  their  views  in  any 
issue.  The  following  are  guidelines 
for  submissions: 

1.  All  submissions  must  be 
typed  and  double  spaced. 

2.  Letter's  to  the  editor  must 
include  the  writer's  name.  If  a 
person  wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous, the  Strobe  will  withhold 
the  name,  however,  it  still  must 
be  included  in  the  letter. 

3.  Commentaries  and  letters 
must  be  no  more  than  450  words 
in  length  and  are  subject  to  editing. 

4.  News  and  announcements 
from  clubs  should  be  no  more 
than  a  few  paragraphs  in  length 
and  are  subject  to  editing. 

5.  The  deadline  for  articles  is 
every  Friday,  1 2  days  before  the 
publication  date. 


While  men  can  be  sexually 
harassed,  women  are  usually  the 
victims.  Men  and  women  have 
been  led  to  believe  that  if  a 
woman  really  wants  to  discourage 
unwanted  sexual  attention,  she 
can  do  so,  and  that  if  she  is 
sexually  harassed,  she  must  have 
asked  for  it  In  reality,  it  is  not  that 
simple.  Many  men  believe  that  a 


Something  to  Think 
About 

woman's  "NO"  is  really  a  "YES"      could  continue  to  get  worse... 

and  therefore  do  not  accept  her 

refusal.  Further,  when  a  man  is  in 
a  position  of  power,  such  as  a 
teacher  or  employer,  the  woman 
may  be  coerced  or  feel  forced  to 
submit  Sometimes  women  who 
are  being  harassed  feel  that  if 
they  ignore  the  problem,  it  will  go 
away.  The  truth  is,  the  situation 


A  Message  Front- 
Students  Against 
Violent  Encounters  (SA  VE) 


COULD  YOU  USE 

EXTRA 
$  MONEY  $ 

TODAY? 

WORK-A- 
DAY 

Central  Plaza,  Fitchburg 
6  a.m.  to  6 :30  p.m. 

345-2120  478  Water   St. 
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An  Imagination  that 
Runs  Rampant 


by  Cynthia  Donovan 

Can  you  remember  your  very 
best,  perhaps  even  very  first  friend 
from  early  childhood?  How  old  were 
you  then,  five?  Maybe  seven?  Wasn't 
it  perfect?  Didn't  you  do  everything 
together?  Do  you  remember  how 
great  it  felt  to  always  get  along  and 
to  see  everything  eye  to  eye? 

If  you  don't,  then  your  childhood 
pals  were  probably  of  the  flesh  and 
bone,  mortal  variety.  Children  see 
the  world  through  new  eyes;  they 
have  not  experienced  everything 
there  is- to  see.  Every  corner  turned 
brings  a  brand  new  discovery. 

In  a  world  full  of  the  undiscovered, 
anything  is  possible.  The  minds  of 
the  young  run  full  tilt,  dreaming, 
screamingand  imagining.  If  you  are 
young  and  your  mind  is  new,  no  one 
thinks  you're  insane  if  you  believe 
your  imaginings  to  be  true.  To  a 
child,  the  very  best  and  most  perfect 
friends  have  no  faults.  These  friends 
are  the  products  of  healthy  imagina- 
tions. 

Like  Calvin  of  the  comic  strip 
"Calvin  and  Hobbes,"  or  the  boy  in 
the  story  "The  Velveteen  Rabbit,"  I, 
too,  had  a  stuffed  animal  whom  I 
once  firmly  believed  was  a  "real" 
living  and  viable  being. 

He  arrived  on  Easter  morning 
when  I  was  five  and  was  promptly 
bestowed  with  the  name  "Bunny." 
Bunny  went  everywhere  with  me, 
and  together  we  had  a  myriad  of 
adventures. 

We  made  up  songs  and  created 


endless  games  with  impossible  rules 
that  only  two  could  play.  Together 
each  night  we  would  climb  into  our 
boat  (my  mother  insisted  on  calling 
it  a  bed)  and  then  take  turns  keeping 
night  watch,  making  sure  that  out- 
sails (folded  down  for  the  night) 
didn't  slide  off  the  boat  and  into  the 
water.  Bunny  always  took  the  first 
and  only  watch  although  he  was 
"real"  and  never  got  as  sleepy  as  I 
did. 

Perfect  childhood  friends  can  also 
materialize  out  of  thin  air.  To  this 
day,  my  mother  insists  that  it  has 
never  been  possible  for  people  to 
spontaneously  generate  from  carbon 
dioxide,  yet  for  several  years  my 
behavior  suggested  that  I  believed 
otherwise. 

I  created  an  entire  family  named 
"The  Guggies"  and  several  other 
souls  named  "Purple,"  "Orange,"...I 
had  a  whole  rainbow  coalition  of 
imaginary  friends. 

The  Guggies  were  normally 
microscopic  in  size  and  lived  in  a 
hollowed-out  knothole  of  a  telephone 
pole.  When  I  was  four  or  five  the 
hole  was  at  eye  level  but  now  I  must 
bend  my  knees  if  I  wish  to  look  into 
their  home.  When  I  wanted  the 
Guggies  to  come  out  and  play  with 
me,  I  held  my  hand  up  to  the  hole  and 
they  would  walk  out  on  to  it. 

To  make  them  normal-sized,  I 
would  throw  them  up  in  the  air, 
magically  they  would  become  full- 
sized.  The  Guggies  were  a  perfect 
family,  more  so  than  perfect  friends. 
Two  parents  with  children  named 


Boy  Guggie,  Girl  Guggie  and  Baby 
Guggie  contrasted  sharply  to  an  only 
child,  single  parent  and  a  various 
extended  family. 

Children  create  imaginary  friends 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  My  cousin 
Laura,  also  an  only  child  with  few 
other  children  to  play  with,  created 
four  friends  for  herself.  "Tina", 
"Karen"  and  "The  Boys"  lived  under 
the  washing  machine.  Shortly  before 
Laura's  fourth  birthday  John  Kennedy 
was  assassinated  and  "the  boys" 
were  suddenly  renamed  "Kennedy 
and  Johnson." 

My  friends  at  FSC  insist  that 
children  who  create  imaginary  friends 
and  think  that  stuffed  animals  are 
real  become  crazy  adults.  My  Aunt 
Rose  (who  never  fails  to  see  the  best 
in  everyone)  has  always  declared 
that  it  was  a  sign  of  an  active  and 
fertile  imagination. 

From  time  to  time,  when  I  visit  my 
grandmother,  I  stop  by  the  Guggies 
telephone  pole  and  see  if  they're  in. 
They  usually  are.  I  now  know  that 
Bunny  is  made  of  foam  rubber.  I 
don't  take  him  for  rides  on  the 
handlebars  of  my  bike  anymore  but 
he  is  still  the  first  thing  I  shove  into 
my  duffel  bag  before  going  on  a  long 
trip. 

You  never  know  when  you'll  need 
a  nightwatchman  to  guard  your  bed 
from  the  oceans  of  waves  in  land- 
locked Fitchburg.  Besides,  he  makes 
a  great  cushion  for  my  camera  which 

also  ends  up  in  my  duffel  bag. 


[View  From  The  Stands 


Strobe  photo  by  Chang  Kim 

"Southie"  takes  in  an  rsc  soccer  game  at  cniot  new  recently. 


When  Jello  Speaks 


by  Jim  Hampton 


Strobe  photo  by  Kathy  Moore 


Joe  Pumpkinhead  takes  a  break  from  the  day  and  reclines  on  his  roof. 


A  shrill  voice  over  the  loudspeaker, 
the  dimming  of  the  house  lights  and 
finally  the  appearance  of  a  man  in  a 
black  trenchcoat  wearing  mirrored 
sunglasses  all  heralded  the  arrival  of 
punk  spokesman  Jello  Biafra  at 
Brandeis  recently. 

"Everything  will  be  done  for 
you...,"  he  said,  referring  to  the  price 
of  personal  freedom,  which,  he  said 
is  a  future  not  too  far  away.  Thus 
began  a  2  V2  hour  spoken- word 
performance  by  the  front-man  of  the 
now  defunct  hardcore  band,  the 
Dead  Kennedys. 

Biafra,  whose  real  name  is  Eric 
Boucher,  has  made  the  news  fre- 
quently over  the  past  year  with 
updates  or.  his  censorship  trial  in  Los 
Angeles.  Jello,  along  with  four  others 
(record  distributors.etc),  was  charged 
in  June  of  1986  with  "distribution  of 
harmful  matter  to  minors." 

The  accusation  referred  to  a  poster 
by  H.R.  Giger  (known  for  designing 
the  monster  and  set  in  the  movie 
"Alien")  entitled  "penis  landscape" 
that  was  enclosed  with  the  1985 
"Frankenchrist"  album.  The  case 
was  declared  a  mistrial  when  the 


jury  came  to  a  7  to  5  deadlock. 

Still,the  prosecution  won  the  battle. 
Not  only  did  it  cost  Jello  $50,000  but 
it  also  forced  the  break-up  of  the 
band. 

"It's  easy  to  use  targets  like  rock 
music  or  porno  mags  to  start  knock- 
ing down  the  dominoes  of  prevention 
of  information,"  Jello  said,  as  his 
commentary  about  attacks  on  small 
independent  creative  groups.  "It 
doesn't  matter  if  they  win  the  case... 
the  damage  is  done  by  legal  fees." 

The  night'smain  content  was  made 
up  of  variousmonologueshe's  written. 
They  dealt  with  his  sarcastic  views 
on  everything  from  children  to  band 
names.  "Once  the  Beaver  always  the 
Beaver:  $20,000  a  year  is  a  small 
price  to  pay  for  not  talking  straight 
to  your  kid."  Thus  started  a  speech 
on  how  to  deal  with  your  'heavy 
metal  punk  satanist'  children  by 
sending  them  off  to  reform  schools. 

He  described  a  "Vietnam  never 
happened"  amusement  park  where 
one  can  consume  heavy  drugs  and 
visit  the  indoor  shooting  gallery 
using  real  guns.  Then,  to  calm  down, 
go  to  a  mini-golf  course  using  live 
grenades  or  visit  the  petting  zoo 
filled  with  deformed  agent  orange 


kids.  Obviously,  Biafra  does  carry 
his  bad  taste  a  bit  far  but  he  makes 
some  valid  points  while  doing  so. 

The  parts  on  drug  testing,  censor- 
ship and  the  current  government 
were  not  only  informative  but  also 
funny.  Humming  the  theme  from 
"Dragnet,"  he  approached  the  "drug 
crisis"  scare  as  nothing  more  than  a 
manufactured,  paranoid  scam  and 
suggested  to  all  the  "straight  edge" 
people  in  the  audience  to  sell  their 
urine  samples  for  fun  and  profit. 

He  used  "Rambozo  the  Clown"  (a 
Dead  Kennedy's  song),  a  so-called 
commercial  for  Banana  Republic 
playing  cards  (where  Ollie  North  is 
the  Joker)  and  a  comparison  of 
sitcoms  to  the  Iran-Contra  affair  all 
to  pound  on  the  "Ronald  McReagan" 
administration.  Biafra  raised  legiti- 
mate issues  with  entertainment. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  evening, 
Biafra  spoke  about  a  Christian  book 
for  censorship.  After  an  audience 
member  shouted  "Burn  it!,"  Jellos' 
reply  fairly  summed  up  the  theme  of 
his  entire  monologue. 

"Don't  burn  it,"  he  said.  "That's 
what  they  do.  They  have  the  right  to 
say  their  stuff  and  we  have  the  right 
to  give  them  a  hard  time." 
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Personals  are  available  free  of  charge 
to  all  FSC  students 


_6f  tha 


make  the 
-Wv 

s  very 
• -old  man. 


The  Strobe  assumes  no  responsibility  tor  comments  in  this  section.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  Personals. 

Jim, 

Scraped  knees. and  bandages! 

No  hockey  the  next  day!D.S.C. 


John 

Steffensmeier  called.  He's  wonder- 
ing why  you  broke  oft  the  ties  with 
Helga  and  Ethel  and  Bertha  and... 


CARE  Day  helpers, 

What  can  I  say?  Thanks  for  a  job 

well  done! 

S.F. 


r  spreading  nasty  rumors' 


You 
?an. 
n  you'll  be 
e  world. 

TheS-Man 

oaper  boys.  Can  I 

cw  some  of  v  ours? 

Your  favorite  geek 


DearGc^ 

I  love  how  you  love  me  ... 


Bagy 


get  your  act  together1 

Hey  Milk,  forget  about  the  books 
Your  barstool  is  calling  you! 

Roomie 

Tern  T.,  Cosmo  called  for  you. 

jp.disno 

w«3y  to  qo  trwough  life! 


-L-L  my  landlord. 


Anthony, 

Look  at  that  wiggle 

Love.  Mora 

Gail  I.. 

Gotta  love  the  ice  tea  and  big 
boats.  Things  won't  get  lame. 
Okay  Sport. 

Pal 

Stew 

If  you  boys  only  had  the  charisma 
I  have.  Good  luck  getting  D.S. 
and  D.PA 

Skull 

Lisa  and  Missy, 

Stop  hogging  the  covers. 

Studs  001. 002 

Willy. 

I  heard  your  H.D.  was  four  feet 

long. 

W.C 

Lefs  hear  it  for  Club  402! 

Jeff  in  215,  all  weightlifters  are 
mama's  boys. 

For  a  good  time..,404! 

My  Dearest  Dawn, 
I  found  a  place! 

Put, 

I  love  you,  even  if  you  don't  want 

me  to. 

Andy  B., 

Did  you  know  that  early  Greek 
culture  eventually  led  to  the 
renaissance?  But  then  again... 
Friends  of  Carlotta  (F.O.C.) 


Looking  for  a  new  apartment. 
Can't  stand  my  roommate.  Call 
J/VIIWN 

To  Beef.The  worst  physical 
specimen,  how  is  Stewy  treating 
you? 

A  fan 

Bruce,  do  I  still  look  like  Elvis? 

Hey  Crisco, 

You  and  Nightmare  are  alike.  You 

both  lack  style  and  contour.  Unroll 

your  pants  and  take  out  some 

mousse. 

Girls  of  FSC 


Paul, 

Relax!!  We're  going  to  do  a  great 

job.  Really. 

-The  Program  Guide  Staff 

Daring  Dee  rules  K  &  G. 

Lisa  D, 

Wow! 

Gus 

Becky, 

Buy  a  snowsuit  and  don't  touch 

the  heat. 

Us 

Jay  L. 

You're  a  legend  in  your  own  mind! 

I  want  to  be  just  like  you! 

Chick 

Craig, 

Tuna  Fish  is  irrelevent!  Please 

explain  this! 

Spiderman 

Lisa  L. 

Tu  es  mon  raison  d'etre.  Je  veux 
un  rendezvous  avec  tu...mon  cheri. 
Je  suis  un  etudiant  q  Fitchburg, 


Chris  D„ 

Did  you  know  that  since  you're  a 

senior  and  we're  juniors  that  if  you 

were  our  age,  you'd  be  a  year 

younger? 

George  and  Matt 

Steve. 

Get  your  act  together  before 
you're  not  around  second  semes- 
ter! You  don't  want  to  let  down  25 
other  people. 

Rucksters 

Hey  Curly, 

What  some  people  will  do  to  get 

out  of  practice. 

The  Biggest  Kid  in  the  House 

Little  Sprout, 

Don't  let  "him"  get  to  you  because 

you  know  you  got  me! 

Mr.  Reliable 

Hey  R.D.s, 

Kick  back  and  relax.  You're  doing 

a  great  job! 

S.F. 

To  Anonymous  DAV.  caller. 
We're  closing  in  on  your  identity. 
Something  tells  us  your  panties 
are  in  a  bunch. 

MOHAWKS 


Lumpy.How  does  shampoo 

taste? 

FSC  team 

Jim,  I  heard  you  are  giving  chips 

out  to  the  needy. 

Mika 

Spanky, 

Lefs  ask  Jumpin'  for  some  lessons 

on  getting  chicks  to  dig  us. 


mais  je  veux  etre  un  etudiant  de 

Craig, 

votre  amour.  J'espere  pour  une 

Hi.  Cheer  up. 

faire  la  connaissance  bientot.  Je 

Love,  Me 

m'appelle...? 

John  F., 

To  R.T.P.P., 

Whaf  s  up?! 

Thanks  for  looking. 

E.G. 

Happy  belated  birthday,  Archie! 

Spiderman 

Steve  P., 

Will  you  reconsider?  Things  just 

Done  any  scooping  lately,  Jason? 

haven't  been  the  same  since  you 

Be  good. 

started  sleeping  umpteen  hours 

per  day. 

S.S. 

Late  nite  with  Letterman  and  you. 

Kim  B., 

GREAT! 

Truce.  1  mean  that.  Good  luck 

P.S.  How  many  times  can  you  say 

with  track  and  life. 

"Great"  in  one  minute? 

Love,  A  friend 

WEEK  OF  OCTOBER  28 -NOVEMBER  3 


WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 
28 

HARROD  LECTURE: 
3:30pm,  Percival 
Auditorium,  Elliot 
Hoffman's  lecture  is  titled 
"A  Good  Example: 
Bertolt  Brecht  Before  the 
House  Un-American 
Activities." 

FILM  "An  American 
Werewolf  in  London," 
3:30,  7  8c  9:15pm,  CCLH. 

FSC  CAMPUS  CENTER 
GAME  TOURNAMENTS: 
Darts,  7:30pm,  Games 
Room. 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  29 

WXPL  G-LOBBY  DAY: 
10am-4pm,  G-Lobby. 

HEALTH  SERVICES 
SPEAKER:  Dr.  Mono 
Villapiano, 

"Understanding  Eating 
^sorters,"  1:30pm, 
CCLH. 

HELD  HOCKEY:  Clark 
University,  4pm,  home. 

FSC  CAMPUS  CENTER 
GAME  TOURNAMENTS: 
Backgammon,  7:30pm, 
G-07. 


FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  30 

TGIF  PARTY:  4:30pm,  Pub, 
Come  disguised  as  a 
student. 

HALLOWEEN  PARTY: 
Sponsored  by  the 
Programs  Committee, 
8pm,  Parkinson  Gym. 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  31 
FOOTBALL  1pm,  home. 


FILM:  "Trick  or  Treat,"  3:30, 
7  &  9:15pm,  CCLH. 

CULTURAL  AWARENESS 
NIGHT:  Sponsored  by  the 
Cultural  Society,  9pm, 
Pub.  All  ages  invited. 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  1 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  2 

PRESIDENTS  OPEN  HOUSE: 
3:30pm,  Presidents 
Conference  Room. 

VOLLEYBALL:  North 
Adams  State  College, 
7pm,  home. 

FSC  CAMPUS  CENTER 
GAME  TOURNAMENTS: 
Pool,  7:30pm,  Game 
Room,  tonight  and 
tomorrow  night. 

COMEDY  NIGHT:  9pm, 
Pub. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  3 

GRADUATE  & 
CONTINUING 
EDUCATION:  Period  for 
making  appointments 
with  advisors  for  1988 
Spring  course  approvals. 
(Students  in  Master's 
degree  programs  only.) 
Today  through  11/12. 

ADULT  CHILDREN  OF 
ALCOHOLICS  MEETING: 
3:30pm,  B-27. 


\ ;  ^ 
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COMMENTARY 


Reagan's  Restrained  Response 


by  James  G.  Salsman 

Amid  discussion  of  last  week's 
retaliatory  strike  against  Iranian  oil 
rigs  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  word  from 
the  Reagan  White  House  was  that 
the  attack  was  a  low-key,  prudent, 
proportional  strike  against  Iran  in 
response  for  their  acts  of  aggression 
against  Gulf  shipping. 

The  Defense  Department  was 
directed  by  Reagan  to  go  after  less 
critical  Iranian  targets.  Two  non- 
functioning oil  platforms  were 
destroyed,  while  Iranian  silkworm 
missle  sites  (the  major  threat  to  Gulf 
traffic)  were  purposely  left  untouched. 
We  even  warned  the  Iranians  ahead 
of  time,  telling  them  when  and  where 
we  would  strike. 

This  is  proportional  retaliation?  I 
don't  recall  Iran  ever  giving  us 
advance  warning  about  any  of  their 
attacks  against  the  US.  Their  intention 
is  to  kill  Americans  and  they  make 
no  bones  about  it. 

Apparently  Reagan  still  feels  we 
must  be  modest  in  response  to  their 
killing.  Perhaps  he  doesn't  wish  to 
offend  the  "moderates"  in  Iran  who 
he  was  negotiating  with  this  time  last 
year. 

If  America  is  going  to  be  in  the 
Gulf  to  confront  Iranian  attacks 
against  peaceful  vessels  then  we 
should  only  go  there  under  the 
pretense  that  we  will  spare  no  option 
in  our  efforts  to  defend  ourselves. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  remind  most 


Americans  about  the  actions  of  the 
Khomeini  regime  in  Tehran.  He  is 
attempting  to  spread  his  violent 
Islamic  revolution  throughout  the 
mideast.  Not  uncommon  among  third 
world  nations,  Iran  relies  on  anti- 
western  propaganda  to  keep  its 
revolutionary  fervor  alive. 

This  has  led  Iran  to  kidnap  hostages 
who  they  use  as  bargaining  chips  in 
diplomatic  discussions  with  the  US. 
They  have  committed  acts  of  murder 
against  innocent  people  to  terrorize 
the  nations  who  oppose  their  Islamic 
tyranny. 

Now  Iran  has  branched  out  in  an 
effort  to  take  control  of  the  Persian 
Gulf  by  mining  international  waters 
and  attacking  neutral,  non-belliger- 
ent shipping. 

In  the  face  of  this  onslaught  of 
unprovoked  violence  it  is  inconceiv- 
able as  to  why  the  US  would  feel  the 
need  to  give  Khomeini  a  break  by 
slapping  him  on  the  wrist  when  what 
he  truly  deserves  is  a  decisive  blow  to 
the  head. 

Some  retaliation  is  better  than 
none  at  all  and  anything  is  preferable 
to  last  year's  embarrassing  arms-for- 
hostages  fiasco.  However,  at  this 
time,  the  US  appears  to  be  far  too  shy 
in  its  efforts  to  protect  itself. 

There  is  a  natural  inclination 
among  Americans  to  be  cautious 
about  the  use  of  force.  We  have  been 
too  often  condemned  by  world 
opinion  for  using  military  power  to 
defend  our  interests. 


Americans  are  hesitant  to  support 
the  use  of  armed  force  because  we 
want  to  be  liked  by  the  world. 
However,  the  nations  who  condemn 
our  every  move  will  not  like  us  no 
matter  what  we  do.  The  important 
thing  is  that  they  learn  to  respect  us. 

Terrorist  nations  must  be  taught 
to  respect  our  rights  and  realize  that 
they  cannot  expect  us  to  lay  silent  in 
the  face  of  aggression.  Iran  must 
know  that  America  will  pull  no 
punches  and  that  we  will  act  force- 
fully and  without  remorse  in  response 
to  their  criminal  violence. 

Our  response  to  Iran  should  not  be 
prudent,  modest,  or  limited.  We 
should  impose  no  limits  on  our 
actions.  We  should  not  punish  Iranian 
terrorism  but  eliminate  their  ability 
to  kill  again. 

If  America  is  to  remain  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  we  must  do  so  on  the 
principle  that  we  will  not  practice 
any  kind  of  self-restraint  when  under 
attack.  When  being  assaulted  by  a 
murderer,  rational  self-defense  re- 
quires that  you  do  whatever  necessary 
to  stop  him.  You  should  not  be 
restrained  and  allow  him  to  come 
after  you  again  and  again. 

The  same  principle  applies  when 
dealing  with  barbaric  nations  like 
Iran.  Iran  is  at  holy  war  with  the  US. 
Self-restraint  will  only  cost  more 
American  lives.  The  President  should 
take  the  Iranian  threat  seriously  and 
not  restrict  the  role  of  US  forces  to 
that  of  a  sitting  duck. 


Q;  Who  is  this  man? 


oiqo  tuoij  inpdoq 
lepuapisaid  DRRDoiuacj  'up  iiJauuaQ  -d  l-iaqjou  ty 


Frankly  Speaking         ly  ~7%&-?f**jL. 


\i(e  in  +he  fail 
Iflne  is  like-- 
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Reader  Strikes  Different  Opinion 


To  the  Editor 

However  one  may  have  viewed 
the  recently  broken  NFL  football 
strike,  it  is  evident  to  this  reader  that 
both  opinions  weren't  expressed  in 
the  recent  Strobe  article  "Babies  on 
Strike"  (Oct.  14). 

Who  is  so  concerned  with  making 
the  big  bucks?  The  owners,  of  course. 
Why  else  would  filthy  rich,  power- 
hungry  people  field  scab  players 
who  are  about  as  interesting  to  watch 
as  a  rerun  of  the  "Brady  Bunch?" 

Clearly,  without  scab  players. the 
owners'  huge  stadiums  would  be 
collecting  dust  instead  of  dollars. 
Perhaps  then,  these  owners  would 
not  be  able  to  winter  in  Hawaii  or 


watch  the  game  from  their  penthouse 
box  seats. 

I  feel  that  if  owners  want  to  deny 
talented  athletes  their  rights,  then  the 
strike  was  fitting. 

It  might  be  said  that  students 
attend  college  to  prepare  and  better 
their  chances  of  obtaining  a  satisfying 
and  hopefully  well  paying  career. 
These  pro  athletes  are  in  the  same 
situation.  Gifted  competitors  like 
Steve  Grogan  and  John  Elway  dedi- 
cate their  lives  to  a  very  high  risk 
career. 

I  for  one  offer  strong  applause  for 
the  players  and  fans  who  value  the 
NFL  Players  Union. 

Matt  Lavallee 


Where's  the  Unity? 


To  the  Editor 

As  a  member  of  the  FSC  softball 
team,  I  feel  I  have  a  reason  to 
complain.  Recently,  we  made  our 
first  attempt  to  raise  money  for  our 
spring  training.  We  put  a  lot  of  our 
time  and  money  into  this  event  at  St. 
Bernards.  The  Wednesday  before 
our  event  our  posters  were  torn 
down  and  flyers  were  being  passed 
out  by  competitors  persuading  stu- 
dents not  to  attend.  As  if  this  was  not 
enough  the  bus  we  rented  received  a 
cancellation  call. 

As  a  college  team  and  part  of  the 
student  bod) ,  we  try  to  represent  our 
school  in  the  best  possible  manner. 


Yet  this  is  rather  discouraging  when 
some  of  our  fellow  students  condemn 
our  actions. 

Some  weeks  ago,  one  of  the 
"fraternities"  held  an  event  at  St.  B's. 
Their  ads  show  more  dishonoring 
attitudes  towards  our  team.  "This  is 
not  a  softball  production"  and  "Do 
not  accept  cheap  substitutes"  are 
among  them.  As  a  "fraternity"  I  feel 
they  are  supposed  to  represent  our 
school  positively.  Yet,  such  conduct 
serves  only  negatively  as  showing 
animosity  between  clubs. 

Isn't  unity  what  college  is  all  about? 
Sincerely, 

Cathleen  O'Connor 
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-uh1"  asks  the  youngster 

'  Yeah."  Joe  says,  "and  I'm  gi\  ing 
out  the  candy  to  little  creeps  like 
you" 

hs  Spidey  turns  and  reaches  for 
the  door,  Joe  calls  his  brother  back. 

Hey  Meathead,  have  a  tootsie 
roll  It'll  get  you  started." 

"Happy  Halloween  to  you  too 
Johnny ."  sjn  s  a  smiling  Spidey  as  he 
darts  from  the  house  looking  tor  his 
first  mortal. 


In  the  Name  of  Love 


FREE  TRAVEL  AND 
EXTRA  MONEY 


Crimson  Travel  wants  you 
as  a  campus  rep!!! 

promoting  trips  on  your  campus. 


Call  1-800-553-6642  (outside 
MA)  or  548-6149  collect  to 
Kate  (within  MA) 


THcWttutca 

ONE  OF  THE  LARGEST  SELECTIONS  OF 
HALLOWEEN  PRODUCTS  ANYWHERE, 
UNDER  ONE  ROOF! 


Our  45th  Anniversary 

633  Main  Street 

opposite  Public  Library 
INTOWN  FITCHBURG 

THURSDAY'S  TILL  8 
OPEN  DAILY  9:30  to  5:30  FRI'S  TILL  9 


Give  a  hoot. 
Don't  pollute. 

Forest  Service, 
US.D.A. 


I 


WANTED! 

Aggressive,  enthusiastic  students  to  join 
the  87-'88  Student  Travel  Services  Sales 
Team.  Earn  free  trips  and  cash,  set  your 
own  hours  and  gain  excellent  sales 
experience  while  marketing  winter  and 
spring  vacations.  For  more  information, 

ca,,:  1-800-648-4849 


3BE 


DGJE 
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AKTS/ErfrEKTAiriMEriT 

The  Best  of  the  Best 
A  Look  at  the  Top  Rock  Albums 


by  Tony  Lorenzen 

Rolling  Stone  magazine  recently 
started  up  the  debate  again  over  the 
best  rock  'n'  roll  albums. 

As  part  of  themagazine's  twentieth 
anniversary,  25  music  writers  and 
critics  were  polled  and  asked  to 
name  the  the  best  100  albums  of  the 
last  20  years.  Reading  the  results, 
there  were  some  surprising  inclu- 
sions and  some  inexcusable  oversights. 

The  term  best  is  just  too  vague. 
Best  what?  Songwriting?  Production? 
Playing?  Popular  appeal?  What 
about  the  most  influential?  Now 
there's  something  you  can  get  into 
that  won't  rely  on  just  personal  taste, 
for  that's  what  all  these  "best"  polls 
are  really  all  about — the  personal 
opinion  of  the  writer  or  critic. 

Let's  see  now  what  we  want  when 
asking  for  the  most  influential  rock 
'n'  roll  albums.  What  we  want  is  the 
albums  which  have  made  break- 
throughs in  one  area  or  another  in 
the  rock  world;  albums  that  have  had 
a  great  influence  on  what  has  come 
after  and  albums  that  for  good  or  bad 
forever  changed  rock  'n'  roll. 

Using  this  as  a  basis  for  judging 
the  great  records,  it's  easier  to  be  a 
little  more  objective.  Here's  what  I 
came  up  with.  Remember,  we're 
talking  album  here.  We'll  keep  this 
list  to  the  top  25  and  list  them  more 
or  less  chronologically. 

/.  Meet  the  Beatles,  The  Beatles- 
Important  as  the  Beatles'first  album 
and  in  that  it  started  the  60's  pop 
explosion. 

2.  Rubber  Soul,  The  Beatles— The 


first  "real"  album.  "Rubber  Soul" 
was  the  first  album  that  wasn't  just  a 
few  hit  singles  surrounded  by  filler  of 
much  lesser  quality.  It  was  also  the 
first  pop/rock  album  where  the  artist 
wrote  all  the  material  performed. 

3.  Highway  61  Revisited,  Bob 
Dylan— Along  with  "Bringing  It  All 
Back  Home"  and  "Blonde  On  Blonde" 
this  makes  up  Dylan's  mid-sixties 
"goes  electric"  period.  Rock  'n'  Roll 
doesn't  have  to  and  no  longer  would 
be  just  girls  and  cars  and  guitars 
(although  these  provide  some  of 
rock's  greatest  moments).  Rock'n'roll 
could  be  intelligent,  provoking  and 
at  times,  poetic. 

4.  Sergeant  Pepper's  Lonely  Hearts 
Club  Band,  The  Beatles — (Starting 
to  get  the  feeling  these  guys  are 
important?)  Not  the  Beatles'best,  (go 
with  "Abbey  Road"  for  that)  but 
important  for  all  its  firsts.  First 
experimental  album;  without  the 
advantagesofMIDI,  multi-tracking 
and  modern  studio  magic  the  Beatles 
and  George  Martin  create  unbeliev- 
able sonic  montages.  First  fold-out 
album  jacket;  first  concept  album; 
first  record  to  have  lyrics  printed  on 
the  jacket;  first  Beatles  album  not  to 
be  butchered  in  its  American  release. 

5.  Are  You  Experienced?,  The  Jimi 
Hendrix  Experience — Forever 
changed  the  course  of  the  electric 
guitar.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate 
Hendrix'  importance.  "Still  not 
recognized  for  what  he  was — THE 
ONE  !"-Dave  Marsh. 

6.  The  Doors,  The  Doors — The 
reason  for  including  this  doesn't  even 
have  to  deal  with  Jim  Morrison. 


Think  about  it — first  album  by  a 
major  artist  where  keyboards,  organs 
and  early  synthesizers  were  an 
integral  part  of  the  bands  sound. 

7.  White  Light,  White  Heat,  The 
Velvet  Underground— A  decade 
ahead  of  its  time.  Hardcore  before 
there  was  any  such  thing. 

8.  Catch  A  Fire,  Bob  Marley  and 
the  Wailers — Possibly  the  rock  era's 
most  underrated  artist.  This  was  the 
first  reggae  album  NOT  to  be  a 

collection  of  previously  released  hit 
singles.  Established  reggae  asarock 
form. 

9.  Untitled,  Led  Zeppelin— Zep's 
fourth  l.p.,  also  known  as  the  "runes" 
or  "Zoso"  record.  This  one  establishes 
what  would  later  be  called  heavy 
metal  (although  I  don't  think  of  Zep 
as  Metal)  and  for  establishing  the 
rock  anthem  with  "Stairway  to 
Heaven." 

10.  Who'sNext,  The  Who— Included 
because  it's  the  best  l.p.  song  for  song 
of  one  of  rocks  all  time  great 
songwriters. 

That  is,  of  course,  Pete  Townshend. 

/ 1.  Exile  On  Main  St,  The  Rolling 
Stones — Down  and  dirty  guitar 
raunch.  Recorded  in  Keith  Richards' 
basement,  "Exile"  established  that 
less  is  more  philosophy  of  record 
production  that  had  a  major  influence 
on  the  punks  (though  they  won't 
admit  it ),  R.E.M.,  Mellencamp  and 
theReplacementstoname  just  a  few. 

12.  Raw  Power,  Iggy  and  the 
Stooges — A  few  years  ahead  of  its 
time.  Would  later  be  called  punk. 
Kept  raunch  and  roll  alive  through 
the  dismal  singer-songwriter  period 


of  the  early  70's. 

13.  Fragile,  Yes — The  best  album 
by  the  best  of  the  art-rock  bands  of 
the  early  seventies.  Never  quite  as 
good  before  or  after  Steve  Howe. 

14.  Dark  Side  of  the  Moon,  Pink 
Floyd— There's  just  something  about 
this  one.  The  culmination  of  60's 
psychedelics,  early  70's  art-rock, 
Roger  Waters'  songwriting  and  ex- 
perimental recording  techniques. 

75.  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  Ziggy 
Stardust  and  the  Spiders  from  Mars, 
David  Bowie — Important  as  being 
the  record  that  established  Bowie 
and  the  glamour-rock  movement. 

16.  Born  To  Run,  Bruce  Spring- 
steen—"Like  a  '57  Chevy  running 
on  melted  down  Crystals  records. 
And  it  shuts  down  every  claim  that's 
ever  been  made  for  him."  Griel 
Marcus  .  And  the  ever  quotable 
Dave  Marsh  says  the  album  "...makes 
no  stylisic  breakthroughs...but  it  does 
represent  the  culmination  of  20  years 
of  rock  'n'  roll  and  when  it  was 
released...it  was  the  strongest  possible 
testimony  to  the  continued  vitality  of 
that  tradition."  And  it  still  is. 

/  7.  Never  Mind  the  Bullocks,  Here's 
the  Sex  Pistols,  The  Sex  Pistols— The 
grand  daddies  of  punk.  The  Ramones 
might  have  been  first  but  the  Pistols 
took  it  to  the  world.  Inspired  the 
whole  punk  revolution.  Brought  back 
the  tradition  of  a  boy  and  his  guitar 
slamming  away  at  three  chords. 
Loveable  degenerates. 

18.  Boston,  Boston— Started  the 
arena  rock  movement  of  the  late 
seventies.  In  addition,  this  is  the 
biggest  selling  debut  album  to  date. 


19.  Saturday  Night  Fever  Origina' 
Motion  Picture  Soundtrack,  Various 
Artists— Until  "Thriller,"  the  bigge.t 
all  time  seller.  Defined  the  disc- 
sound  of  the  late  seventies. 

20.  My  Aim  is  True,  Elvis  Costello- 
Declan  McManus  brings  the  art  of 
songwriting  to  punk/new  wave. 

21.  London  Calling,  The  Clash— 
The  Sex  Pistols  were  the  first  of  the 
punks  but  The  Clash  were  the  bes! 
"London  Calling"  proves  that  musical 
ability  and  punk  spirit  don't  have  to 
be  contradicting.  The  Clash  wa^ 
good  from  the  start  and  once  they 
learned  to  play  their  instruments, 
they  were  great! 

22.  Thriller,  Michael  Jackson— 
The  all-time  best  seller. 

23.  RUN-DMC,  RUN-DMC-TK 
rap  is  as  old  as  the  talking  blues  b 
funked  out  look  what  happens  to  it 
A  big  first.  Made  possible  the  Beastic 
Boys,  L.L.  Cool  J.,... 

24.  Murmur,  R.E.M. — The  inspira- 
tion for  the  next  generation  of  gara^ 
rock.  The  sparse  music  and  amb 
uous  mumbles  from  the  Geor: 
quartet  have  come  to  be  THE  guil 
rock  sound  of  the  80's. 

25.  WAR,  U2— Establishedir 
the  conscience  of  their  generat 
At  the  forefront  of  the  return  of  r 
idealism  in  the  80's. 

Well,  that's  it.  I  know  I  left  out 
Elvis  Presley  and  Motown  but  none 
of  those  artist  recorded  albums  as 
important  as  those  here. 

(See  the  upcoming  WXPL  program 

guide  for  a  related  article.) 


The  Many  Faces  of 
Robin  Williams 

Comic  Stirs  it  Up  At  the  Met 

by  Thomas  Morrow 


Rewind:  Fred  Astaire 
in  The  Ghost  Story 


Robin  Williams  is  clever  and  a 
real  punster,  not  live  but  on  VCR,  in 
"Robin  Williams  Live  at  the  Metro- 
politan Opera  in  New  York  City." 
Although  the  footage  was  shot  a  few 
years  ago,  it  still  has  a  real  satisfying 
quality  and  bite  to  it. 

During  the  course  of  the  show,  he 
discusses  male  and  female  relation- 
ships, sexual  and  ethical  matters  and 
the  struggles  and  joys  of  raising  his 
three-year-old  son. 

So  as  not  to  overwhelm  his 
audience  with  these  heavy  topics  of 
interest,  Williams  every  three  minutes 
or  so  adopts  a  new  character,  chang- 
ing from  a  confused  Indian  farmer  to 
John  Wayne  and  Walter  Brennan. 
Then,  instantly  he  transforms  into  a 
fanatical,  southern  evangelist  using 
fire  and  brimstone  terms,  ridiculously 
spouting  the  living  word. 

Williams'  knife-like  quips  and  ad 
libs  are  unbeatable.  He  bowls  over 
his  audience  in  a  matter  of  just  a  few 
seconds.  It  makes  you  wonder  what 
he  has  in  his  head:  a  human  brain  of 
flesh  and  blood  or  a  ticker  tape 


machine  feeding  topical,  comical 
notions  repeatedly  to  him. 

Robin's  video,  as  well  as  having 
good  points,  unfortunately  contains 
some  negative  ones.  For  one  thing, 
his  routine  from  start  to  finish  is  so 
rigidly  constructed  that  some  of  his 
personable,  charming  wit  never  gets 
a  chance  to  ebb  from  his  sly  lips. 
Instead,  it's  masked  by  trivial  anec- 
dotes and  an  overabundance  of  lewd 
references  aimed  at  ladies'and  gentle- 
mens'sex  organs. 

Williams  then  began  a  personal 
narrative  about  raising  his  son.  "My 
kid  is  really  getting  big...he's  starting 
to  ask  me  a  lot  of  questions  like 
'Why  is  thesky  blue?'  'Why  do  we 
have  clouds?'  and  'Why  do  the  stars 
twinkle,  dad?'"  Williams  answers 
these  questions  with  sudden  hilarity. 

"Who  are  you?  Carl  Sagan!  Last 
year  you  were  happy  just  sitting  in 
your  own  kukka!"  Robin  also  recalls 
taking  his  boy  to  a  famous  amuse- 
ment park.  "I  took  my  son  to  Disney- 
land a  few  weeks  ago  to  see  Mickey 
Mouse.  Now,  to  a  three-year-old, 
Mickey  is  a  five  foot  rat!  Eek!" 


Strobe  file  photo  by  Martene  Desautels 

This  guy  doesn't  mess  around... 
especially  around  Halloween. 


by  Melanie  Perkins 

I  was  in  the  mood  for  a  good,  scary 
flick,  not  the  usual  blood  and  gore 
type.  Something  with  a  plot.  Didn't 
someone  say  you  find  what  you're 
looking  for  in  the  least  expected 
place?  Who  would  have  guessed 
Fred  Astaire  could  star  in  a  movie 
that  consisted  of  something  scarier 
than  throwing  Ginger  Rogers  in  the 
air? 

The  Ghost  Story,  starring  Fred 
Astaire  as  Ricky  Hawthorne,  is  about 
a  group  of  men  known  as  the 


Chowder  Society.  More  importantly, 
the  men  are  having  terrifying  night- 
mares all  relative  to  the  same  woman 

The  Chowder  Society  meets  week- 
ly to  relive  haunting  ghost  stories 
only  now  their  most  frightening  stn" 
comes  true.  The  foursomewho  were 
once  close  college  buddies,  now 
grown  old,  are  haunted  by  their 
past— a  past  that  involves  a  myster- 
ious woman.  Who  said  women  neve 
forget? 

For  action,  intrigue,  and  yes,  Fred 
Astaire,  rewind  and  take  a  look  a' 
The  Ghost  Story. 


Trilling  and  Clark  Liven  Up  the  Pub 
Talk  About  Comic  Relief 


by  Andy  Baron 

On  a  day  when  the  stock  market 
took  its  biggest  dip  since  1929,  a 
standing-room-only  FSC  crowd  got 
quite  a  rise  from  two  young 
comedians  in  the  pub  on  Oct.  19. 

Both  comics  proved  to  valuable 
commodity  as  their  contrasting  styles 
and  appearances  were  accepted  by 
the  Monday  night  crowd. 

First  up  was  Steve  Trilling,  a 
lanky  sort  sporting  a  spiked  do  and  a 
buttoned-to-the-top  blue  shirt.  "Pee 
Wee,  Pee  Wee,"  chanted  the  crowd 
upon  seeing  Trilling. 

He  quickly  avoided  the  serenade 
and  roused  the  crowd  with  a  joke 


that  became  his  theme  song  of  the 
night. 

"Thanks  for  the  clap,"  he  said  in 
appreciation  of  a  lone  applauder. 
Then  he  realized  the  dual  connotation 
of  "clap"  and  keyed  on  a  heckler 
who  assured  him  that  "...he  couldn't 
get  it  (clap)." 

With  a  voice  sounding  like  Carol 
Channing  and  gesturing  madly  like 
a  traffic  cop,  Trilling  put  on  a  zany 
routine. 

The  night's  headliner  was  Tom 
Clark,  whose  credits  include  opening 
for  singer  Robert  Palmer  and  travel- 
ing with  Bill  Haley's  Comets.  A 
resident  of  Kennebunkport,  ME,  he 
made  the  obvious  dig  on  the  states 


accent. 

"They  sound  like  a  rusty  play 
ground  swing  with  an  accent...oi! 
that  thing!"  he  said. 

Clark  then  successfully  whirleo 
into  a  spree  of  impersonations: 
Ronald  Reagan,  Sly  Stallone,  D ud I ey 
Do  Right,  Mr.  Magoo  and  Andy 
Rooney. 

Clark  capped  his  act  by  delivering 
a  perfectly  executed,  com 
review  of  the  movie  classic 
of  Oz.  He  shifted  from  chara 
character  and  added  all  the 
and  mannerisms  to  boot. 

On  this  night,  comedy  floi 
compliments  of  Trilling  and 
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Falcon  Runners 
Romp 

at  MASCAC 


Falcon  Football  Comes  Up  Short      Falcons  Get  New 


b)  Ben  Hampton  and  Pete  Tot  ter 

The  men's  and  women's  cross 

country  teams  recenth  competed  in 

the  MASC  \C  conference  meet  and 

both  teams  came  away  w  ith  impres- 

rlnishes, 

The  men  finished  second  behind  a 
simply  OWfpowering  Westfield  State 
team,  which  placed  runners  in  six  of 
the  top  1 0  places. 

FSC's  Tim  Doulin  earned  Ail- 
Conference  honors  with  a  fifth  place 
time  of  27:00  over  the  five-mile 
course  at  Westfield.  Other  Falcon 
finishers  with  their  places  and  times 
tout  of  65  runners):  John  Wegman 
(10th.  27:44).  Scott  Reed  (13th. 
2739).  Steve  "Goob"  Gomes  (16th, 
28:34),  Matt  Moison  (18th,  28:39), 
Ron  Garon  (23rd,  29:28),  Mark 
Keenan  (3 1  st  3O40)and  Pete  Towler 


(34th.  31:26). 

Coach  Richard  Demetrius  kept 
his  streak  of  second  place  finishes  at 
the  MASCAC  intact  with  his  third  in 
a  row. 

The  women  ran  a  three-mile  course 
and  ran  away  with  a  victory,  out- 
scoring  the  second  place  team  (North 
Adams  State)  by  5 1  points. 

Kim  Bresnahan  won  the  race  with 
a  time  of  1 8: 1 0.  Gail  Ierardi  finished 
right  behind  in  second  with  a  time  of 
18:15  and  Teresa  Rotolante  finished 
fifth  with  a  time  of  19:44.  All  three 
earned  All-Conference  honors.  The 
rest  of  the  team  finished:  Ann 
Simeone  (9th,  20:16),  Linda  Dennis 
(12th.  20:34),  Lynn  Carroll  (14th, 
20:46),  Kim  Manzi  (18th,  21:01), 
Tina  Fryte  (2 1  st,  2 1 : 1 6),  Janet  Cichon 
(30th,  21:52)  and  Diane  Mailloux 
(35th,  22:23). 


by  Ben  Hampton 

Maybe  they  should  schedule 
Columbia.  The  Falcons  travelled  to 
Bridgewater  State  recently  for  a 
contest  vs.  the  BSC  Bears  and  came 
away  with  their  19th  consecutive 
loss  18-0. 

The  Falcon  defense  was  once 
again  very  strong,  giving  up  only  two 
first-half  field  goals.  But  having  to 
spend  a  majority  of  the  game  on  the 
field  caused  them  to  tire  and  the 
Bears  scored  two,  third  quarter 
touchdowns  for  the  final  margin. 
Individually,  Mike  Connolly  lead  the 


team  with  1 8  tackles,  followed  closely 
by  Bob  Napoli  ( 1 7)  and  John  Jangro 
(16).  The  defense  sacked  the  BSC 
quarterback  nine  times,  with  Mark 
Messina  leading  the  way  with  three. 
Napoli,  Gary  Trongone  and  Chuck 
Bowse  had  two  each. 

Offensively,  the  Falcon  passing 
game  was  left  in  Fitchburg  as  there 
was  only  one  completion  for  nine 
yards.  On  the  ground,  however,  the 
offense  had  some  more  success, 
gaining  88  yards.  Chris  Maloney 
carried  twelve  times  for  70  yards 
and  Brian  Breth  rushed  for  a  season 
high  29  yards. 


Hoop  Coach 

The  Athletic  Department  has 
announced  the  appointment  of  James 
Conlee  as  men's  basketball  coach. 

Conlee  comes  to  FSC  after  coach- 
ing several  years  in  the  very  success- 
ful Fitchburg  High  system.  A  1972 
graduate  of  Worcester  State  College, 
Conlee  has  been  teaching  at  Fitchburg 
High  School  since  1975. 

Conlee  succeeds  Tom  Kelly  who 
entered  private  business. 


Soccer  Team 
Splits 


by  Man  Datillo 

The  Falcon  soccer  team  went 
face-to-face  with  two  other  rival 
state  colleges  last  week  splitting  the 
two  games.  Away  at  Salem  State,  the 
Falcons  faced  an  unfriendly  crowd 
and  a  tough  opponent.  FSC  came  up 
short,  2- 1 .  On  a  more  pleasant  note, 
a  home  game  against  Bridgewater 
State  had  FSC  on  top  4- 1  to  make 
their  overall  record  6-2-2. 

On  a  sunny  Saturday  afternoon 
the  Falcons  took  the  trip  to  Salem 
State's  Alumni  Field  in  hope  of 
coming  away  with  what  most  would 
consider  an  upset.  As  characteristic 
of  games  between  Salem  and  Fitch- 
burg, the  final  difference  was  only 
one  goal.  Unfortunately,  Salem  got 
that  one  goal  and  the  game,  2- 1 . 

Salem's  Alvaro  Ibanez  opened  the 
scoring  with  a  penalty  shot  at  26:3 1 . 
Salem  struck  again  at  49:08  with 
Peter  Verplanke  finding  Sylvan  Grant 


for  a  two  goal  advantage.  The  Falcons 
meanwhile  were  coming  up  short 
again  and  again.  Finally  co-captain 
Andy  Kramer  scored  a  penalty  shot 
at  55:05,  but  it  was  too  late. 

The  second  half  yielded  only  one 
goal  (Andy  Kramer,  penalty  shot) 
but  what  was  lacking  in  offense  was 
easily  made  up  for  by  the  Falcon 
defense.  Fullbacks  Eric  Peterson  and 
Tom  Capobianco  were  solid  and 
goalie  Joe  Pulselli  hung  in  strong  for 
the  4-1  final. 

Three  days  later  the  Falcons  buried 
the  visiting  Bridgewater  State  Bears, 
4-1.  BSC's  Mike  Newcomb  started 
things  off  right  for  the  visitors  at 
33:28.  Falcon  halfback  Mike  Lee 
tied  the  score  at  36:07  and  FSC  was 
on  their  way.  Seconds  later  Andy 
Kramer  scored  assisted  by  fullback 
George  Malone.  Matt  Shea  added  a 
third  goal  at  40:39  and  the  score 
stood  3-1  at  the  half. 


by  the  FSC  Volleyball  team 

Dear  Mr.  Hampton, 

You  're  a  good  writer,  I'll  say  this  is 
true. 

But  your  articles  of  volleyball  are 
missing  a  game  or  two. 

We  sweat  and  we  tire  and  work  our 
butts  off. 

To  get  all  but  a  sentence  to  top  it  all 

off 

We  appreciate  the  effort,  but  you 
are  getting  nowhere, 

So  here  is  a  rundown  of  what 
you  've  been  missing  all  year. 

First  there  is  captain  Mary  Nemo, 
leader  of  all, 


It's  Their  Turn 

With  her  spikes  and  her  serves  we 
keep  control  of  the  ball 

Next  there  is  Laurie,  setter  extra- 
ordinaire. 

Boy,  can  she  set  that  ball  high  in  the 
air. 

Then  there  is  Lynn  Cyr,  who  keeps 
our  spirits  so  high, 

Her  cry s  of  the  Falcon  make  us  look 
to  the  sky. 

Fresoni  can  dig  up  those  spikes  oh 
so  fine. 

And  her  serves  never  go  outside  of 
the  line. 

Then  come  the  great  sophomores, 
"Cindy's  squared" 

Together  they  keep  control  of  the 


ball  and  are  always  feared 

Our  bench  is  the  greatest  when  they 
get  the  call, 

Sue,  Becky,  Julie,  and  Chris  will 
neverfalL 

Moe  is  the  best  assistant  we  could 
ever  ask  for, 

An  ex-vb  player,  she  realty  knows 
the  score 

Now  there  is  Bob,  a  coach  with  a 
heart, 

He  knows  what  he's  doing,  'cause 
he's  volleyball  smart 

This  is  the  end,  you  may  think  this 
poem  silly, 

But  as  we  always  say,  win,  lose, 
together  and  "chilli  " 


Members  of  the  FSC  volleyball  team  set  themselves  during  a  recent  practice. 


Strobe  photo  by  Heather  Wainlo 


An  FSC  soccer  player  keeps  close  watch  on  the  ball  while  a  Westfield  State  opponent  tracks  him  down 


Uncommon  Rif-Raf 
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byTimMaguire 

In  golfs'  Masters,  it's  the  Green 
Jacket.  In  FSC's  intramurals,  it's  the 
Green  T-sbirt  It,  you  ask? 

It's  a  green  t-shirt  that  exemplifies 
the  true  meaning  of  a  champion.  An 
intramural  champion,  that  is. 

And  last  Wednesday  night, 
Uncommon  Rif-Raf  became  the  1987 
intramural  Volleyball  Champions. 
They  defeated  the  Trojans  in  three 

raight  games  in  a  best  3  out  of  5 
series. 

Uncommon  Rif-Raf  reached  the 
jfinals  by  defeating  Sweetness; 
Grandma's  Revenge,  and  the  [ 
Audios,  Their  opponents,  the  T 
equaled  their  feat  by  disposing  of  the 
Qutfa  Crusaders  and  Scrat  Patrol 
Soothe  stage  was  set.  , 

Game  one  was  the  feature  of  the 
night.  It  went  into  Overjbne  wftft; 


long  volleys,  diving  saves,  and 
finessing  touch  shots.  But  this  is  the 
point  in  the  match  where  thinr 
changed  dramatically. 

Uncommon  Rif-Raf  Captain  Chris 
FrataUia  and  teammates  hopped  into 
the  drivers  seat  and  cruised  through 
the  next  two  games,  1 5-5  and  1 5-6. 

Despite  being  the  crowd  favorite 
the  Trojans  were  beaten  handily  but 
they  had  a  fantastic  season. 

They  were  lead  by  Captain  Bob 
Jackson  and  teammates  J  im  Cerrato, 
Mike  Morris,  Kevin  Cavanaugh, 
Sheila  O'Mahoney,  Linda  Ryan  and 
Holly  Cioffarie. 

In  the  winners  circle,  donning 
their  "green,"  were  Captain  Fratallia, 
Chris  Maloney,  Steve  Maloney,  Geri 
Wermemolt,  Rhonda  Counts,  Roberta 
Miranda  and  Kim  Sullivan. 

Congratulations  Uncommon  Rif- 
Raf,  1987  Intramural  Volleyball 
Champions. 


